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terror. The minister, Da-dje Na-sM-rh, was delegated to offer submission.356 After this Wu-lu-wit-nai suan-t*an surrendered. Suan-fan, (in their language) means kuo wang (king). His father with one part of the army maintained himself in the (other) mountain fortresses. Then the son received orders (from Hulagu) to take these fortresses, and in seven days all surrendered.867 The booty of gold, precious stones, and other precious things was enormous. Among the spoil were girdles valued at a thousand silver hu each.358
Let me quote for comparison, from the biography of the above-mentioned general, Kuo K'an, the accounts given about the capture of the fortresses of the Ismaelians.
Kuo K'an was ordered to take part in the expedition to the west commanded by the prince Ilu-lie-wu (Hulagu). In the year 1253 the army (i e., the vanguard commanded by Kituluka) reached the realm of Mu-nai-hi. The roads had been made impassable by the enemy by means of trenches and wells ; and the wella had been poi&oned. But Kuo K'an defeated the army of the Mu-uai-hi, took a hundred and twenty-eight cities, and killed the commander, Hit-du-da-rh wu-dju $u-t*an* In the year 1256 Kuo K'an arrived at Ki-du-lu (Glurdkuli). The fortress was situated on the top of the mountain Dan-han. It was only accessible by suspended ladilors, and these were guarded by the most valiant troops. Kuo K'nn invested the place (according to the Persian authors the Mongols built a wall all round), but it could not be taken. It -was then battered by means of catapults (Ida p'ao), when the commandant, Bu-djo Na-shi-rh, surrendered. Hu-lie-wu sent Kuo K'au to Wu4u-WU-IM su-t'an to summon him to come and submit in person. His
888 Re'musat identifies this minister with the celebrated astronomer and minister, Nasser-eddtn of Thus. The Chinese traveller may have intended this high officer ; but the Persian historians state that Khodja Nafiscr-eddin, as Raslnd calls him, was not in Gturdkuh, but with Rokn-eddin m Meimundiz. It seems, however, that Ch'ang Te confounds the assault of the latter place with the capture of Ghirdkuh.
857 We have seen, in the accounts given by the Persian authors of the same events, that Rokn-eddin, having surrendered himself, gave orders to the commandants of the fortresses to capitulate. But his father, mentioned m the Chinese report, was not alive at the time spoken of. He had been slam in December 1255.
358 Up to the present time the rich m Per&ia adorn their girdles with precious stones of great value.